
MESSAGE From Mayor
André F. Harvey

Last month, from Aug. 8-10, the Village of 
Bellwood was the place to be seen – and the 
annual Taste of Bellwood was the place to be.

Thousands of Bellwood residents and throngs 
of guests of all ages showed up and showed 
out, as the saying goes, at our three-day food, 
family and fun event. The Taste was its usual 
success thanks to our many sponsors, vendors, 
village staff, volunteers, Bellwood police, law 
enforcement from other jurisdictions and the 
Bellwood Public Works department. They all 
worked together to ensure the event was seam-
less and safe. The article and photos in this 
issue recap the Taste of Bellwood. I could not 
be prouder and more energized to get started 
planning for next year. 

In the area of representing the interests of the 
village’s taxpayers, the Cook County Board of 
Review in partnership with Bellwood will host 
a Tax Appeal Outreach on Sept. 24 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Community Room at the Bellwood Vil-
lage Hall. This will be an informative opportu-
nity to learn about the appeals process and for 
Bellwood residents to appeal your taxes at the 
same time.

Finally, be sure to check out our village website 
at vil.bellwood.il.us for ways to stay connected 
and report issues you may encounter. The 
Contact Us form on the site is a quick way to 
reach out to the village’s departments with 
questions, concerns and requests.

The village proudly hosted another successful Taste of 
Bellwood that brought together residents, families and 
visitors for a weekend filled with food, entertainment, 
wellness and community pride.

This year’s event saw continued growth, welcoming more than 90 
food, retail and resource vendors and offering something for everyone 
to enjoy:

• Friday night kicked off 
with Steppin’ Under the 
Stars and guests were also 
treated to a surprise appear-
ance by legendary DJ Farley 
“Jackmaster” Funk, who 
kept the crowd dancing. 
Saturday morning focused 
on wellness with Spin with 
the Mayor featuring fitness 
expert LaToya Hicks and 
Fast Tail.

(Continued on next page)

Annual Taste of Bellwood: Another 
Winning Weekend
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• The ever-popular Car & Truck Show returned with an expanded 
showcase of both classic and custom vehicles.

• The Taste remained committed to youth and seniors with activities for 
all ages.

• Live entertainment was highlighted with a diverse range of outstand-
ing performances in arts, blues, gospel and R&B music.

• The grand finale was a fireworks spectacular that lit up the night sky.

(More images on the back page)

www.vil.bellwood.il.us

Bellwood Residents … 
     Mark Your Calendar!

BELLWOOD COMMUNITY POLICE

NEIGHBORHOOD 
WATCH MEETING

Great opportunity to meet, greet and show support for 
Bellwood’s police officers! Comments, feedback and 
suggestions are welcome. Hope to see you there! 

                 The Anonymous Tip hotline is (708) 547-3500 Ext. 1031.
 

THURSDAY 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2025, 6:30 P.M.

For more information, call Police Commander, Keith Chilson at
(708) 547-3500 Ext. 1335.

www.vil.bellwood.il.us

Mark Your Calendar 
For Cleanup Week

Bellwood residents: Get ready for 
Cleanup Week from Sept. 22-26 and 

remember the following:

• Garbage will ONLY be picked up on 
your regular garbage pickup day.

• During Cleanup Week, garbage must be 
outside by 7 a.m.

• Garbage will only be picked up from 
your regular pickup area.

Construction material WILL NOT be 
picked up. 

TOPIC: 
•Property After Death and Property Fraud 

by the Cook County Clerk’s Office



Bellwood Partners With District 88 at 

Annual Back to School Bash 

Bellwood School District 88 kicked off the 2025–26 
school year with its annual Back2School Bash on Aug. 16 
at Memorial Park District. Families enjoyed a day filled 
with music, games, school supply giveaways and commu-
nity pride as hundreds gathered to celebrate the start of a 
new year.

District 88 Superin-
tendent Dr. Victoria 
H. Stockton welcomed 
families alongside district 
staff, students and com-
munity leaders. Bellwood 
Mayor André Harvey and 
the Bellwood team were 
excited to once again 
partner with the district 
on for the signature 
event, which eflected the 
district’s theme “From 
Vision to Reality: Inspira-
tion Starts with Us.” 

Special thanks go to 
Illinois Speaker of the House Emanuel “Chris” Welch and to the many 
community partners whose support and generosity helped make the 
event a success.

Proviso Handyman Department 
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September 2025 
It’s getting dark out earlier! Time to make sure your outside light fixtures and  

security lights are in working order. We can change the lightbulbs or the fixtures. We can also 
help put away your lawn furniture. When was the last time you changed the batteries in your 

smoke alarms? 

 Call 708-547-4001 

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60 and 
disabled homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township 

From The  Desk  o f  From 
Mayor André F. Harvey

Dear Bellwood Students and Parents:

On behalf of my administration, we wish all our 
students and families a successful school year. After a 
blistering summer, we know a new academic year 
comes with mixed emotions of anticipation, anxiety, 
aspirations and an atmosphere of activity in the 
classrooms, gymnasiums and hallways for both students 
and staff alike. 

May this year of reunions with old friends and the opportunity 
to meet new ones bring a diverse perspective, shared problem 
solving and essential social skills in peer learning. 

Students, I encourage you to establish a study routine, 
participate in class, ask for help and stay active and engaged in 
your school community as you pursue academic excellence. 

Parents, help your student to re-establish a sleep schedule, eat 
nutritious meals and set study time, as you maintain consistent 
communication with their teachers. 

We trust this academic year is not only a safe one but one of 
personal greatness and academic success.
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PLEASE
RECYCLE!

(More Images from the Annual Taste of Bellwood: Another Winning Weekend)

1*      Labor Day

8       Committee of the Whole, 3:30 p.m.

12      Water Restriction Ends

17     Village Board Meeting, 6 p.m.

18     Neighborhood Watch Meeting, 7 p.m.

S E P T E M B E R  CALENDAR 

20       CPR Class (Pre-registration Required 
          With Fire Department)

22       Fall Begins

22-26  Cleanup Week

*Village Hall will be closed.


