
MESSAGE From Mayor
André F. Harvey

As I look forward to sharing every year, 
personally and on behalf of my administration, 
I send warm and genuine good wishes to our 
residents, families, business owners, friends 
and neighbors for a healthy, happy holiday 
season and new year.

I want to thank our Bellwood community 
for your contributions and support during 
this year and wish you all the best as we look 
forward to working together in 2026.  During 
the holiday season and beyond, let our acts of 
kindness speak loudly as we reach out, spend 
time and help those who are less fortunate, 
alone or in need of holiday cheer.    

In that spirit, I also want to thank the par-
ticipants, vendors, volunteers and onlookers 
who found comfort and healing as we rode, 
marched, danced and walked along the parade 
route on November 22 at our 3rd Annual 
Christmas Parade & Festival of Lights event. 
I appreciate the many shoppers who purchased 
merchandise at the Christmas Bazaar Pop-Up 
Shops. The event continues to grow with more 
participants and gives our young people an 
opportunity to highlight their talents. We look 
forward to an even bigger event in 2026.

Finally, with 2026 right around the corner, 
together we will prepare for the future through 
economic development, infrastructure 
improvements, public safety initiatives, 
and high quality services as we continue to 
Build A Better Bellwood.

Hordes of parade watchers of all ages lined the route and 
nearly three dozen retail vendors offering T-shirts, hats, 
jewelry, clothing  and more joined more than 75 vehicles, 
attractions and floats in this year's Christmas Parade & 
Festival of Lights and Christmas Bazaar Pop-Up that are 
major highlights each year.

Bellwood Mayor 
André F. Harvey and 
the village trustees 
welcomed elected of-
ficials from neighbor-
ing towns, including 
Illinois Speaker of 
the House Emanuel 
“Chris” Welch, educa-
tional institutions and 
businesses that joined 
with Bellwood’s Fire, 
Police and Public 
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(Fun Times At Christmas Parade & Festival of Lights continued)

Works departments in an impressive display of lights and sounds in the 
procession. Trucks, cars and other vehicles from surrounding towns 
participated, including Bellwood School District 88, Proviso East High 
School, Thornton Township Big Bad Marching Wildcats marching 
bands and the Jesse White Tumblers.

For the first time, carolers enhanced the event, and special thanks go to 
Christian Unity's Children’s Choir and rising artist Powerhouse Zion 
Ali, who delivered an impressive performance. Resident DJ IVR and 
host Mz. Yaass HunTy also added incredible energy to the event.

The festival featured the Bellwood Public Library hosting a special 
crafting activity where children created their own Christmas keepsakes 
and offered horse and sleigh rides and reindeer for the families. 

Upcoming Presentation on Climate 
Resiliency Projects

During the upcoming Dec. 17 
Village Board meeting, resi-
dents will gain important in-
formation on Cook County’s 
Climate Resiliency Planning 
for Communities program 
that includes $2.3 million in 
infrastructure projects to help 
Bellwood increase resilience 

to stormwater, flooding and other extreme weather impacts. 
The project builds on the Climate Resiliency Plan developed 
in 2023 during Phase 1 of the program. 

The village has selected two projects for implementation:

•  Back-up Generators for Lift Stations will install emergency back-up 
generators at up to four lift stations on the West Side in Bellwood. 
Purchasing and installing generators will ensure security of drinking water 
services and functionality of sanitary and storm sewer systems during 
power outages.

•  West Side Sewer Improvements will repair portions of the sewer system 
on the West Side of Bellwood to reduce the inflow and infiltration of water 
into sanitary and storm sewers. Implementing these repairs will reduce 
flooding and sanitary sewer back-up during heavy storm events.

Bellwood and its implementation partners, Cook County Department of 
Environment and Sustainability and CIS, will provide the project updates 
on Dec. 17. If you have questions, contact Dr. Sarah Dobie, project 
manager, at CIScook@cisolutions.com.  



Great Progress on Bellwood 
Gateway Development

At the top of the list of significant economic 
development progress this year in Bellwood is 
the impressive Bellwood Gateway project on 
St. Charles Road. The two striking mixed-use 
buildings on 27th and 28th streets comprise 71 
residential units that mark the first-of-its-kind 
project in Illinois.   

The transformative new workforce housing project is an 
exciting residential-retail development that will anchor the 
new Downtown Bellwood and is the first-ever workforce 
housing development to utilize workforce housing bonds in 
the state. The development will meet the growing demand for 
workforce housing in West Suburban Cook County.

The $42.5 million development is a collaborative project 
between Bellwood, construction manager and developer F.H. 
Paschen, the State of Illinois and Mesirow Public Finance. 
Scheduled for completion in spring 2026, the project will 
offer 6,000 square feet of first-floor commercial space, with 
parking behind each building and Vari's southern cooking 
restaurant in the south building.   

To get started, email energy@mayorscaucus.org 
or call 312-201-4507, visit eesavings.com/mmc 
or scan the QR code.

Terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to change. Installed products may vary.

This program is funded by ComEd, Nicor Gas, Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas customers in compliance with state law.

Save Money and Energy at Home!

ComEd, Nicor Gas, Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas have partnered with Metropolitan Mayors Caucus 
to assist you with saving energy. A free Home Energy Savings assessment will help manage your energy 
use and reduce monthly costs. By participating in this offer, you’ll get free or discounted energy-saving 
products, plus personalized recommendations to help you save even more.

Free or Discounted Energy-saving Products
Programmable/smart thermostat 
Automatically adjust temperature to 
control home comfort and save on 
heating and cooling costs.

WaterSense® certified showerheads 
and faucet aerators 
Save up to 2700 gallons of water 
annually with efficient showerheads 
and up to 30% with faucet aerators, 
lowering water heating energy costs. 

Advanced power strips 
Save energy by reducing standby 
power wasted by your home office and 
entertainment systems. 

Door sweeps 
Install at the bottom of doors to seal the 
gap between the door and threshold, 
helping save energy by preventing air 
leaks.

Pipe insulation 
Reduce water consumption and energy 
use by insulating pipes to retain warmth 
coming from your water heater.

(Aerial view of Bellwood Gateway Development)
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5        Yard Waste & Branch Pickup Ends

6       Breakfast With Santa

8       Committee of the Whole, 3:30 p.m.

13     Christmas Food Giveaway

14     First Day of Hanukkah

d e c e m b e r  CALENDAR 

17     Village Board Meeting, 6 p.m.

21     Winter Begins

25*    Christmas

26     Kwanzaa Begins
*Village Hall will be closed.

PLEASE
RECYCLE!

Proviso Handyman Department 

  

Bellwood · Berkeley · Broadview · Brookfield · Forest Park · Hillside · 
LaGrange Park · Maywood · Melrose Park · North Riverside · 

Northlake · Stone Park · Westchester · Western Springs 

+ Only Homeowners within the boundaries of the Proviso Township+ 

 

December 2025 
Over the river and through the woods to Grandmother’s house we go….  

Are you ready for the holidays? Give us a call and we will help bring out your boxes of  

decorations! It is also a good time to change the batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms. 

Call 708-547-4001 

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60 and 
disabled homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township 

    Michael A. Corrigan   
   Supervisor 

  
Anthony  “Tony” Williams                         Steven J. Zawaski  

                            Clerk                                                                    Assessor            

Gay F. Chase · Evelyn Chavez · Joseph Christopher  · Tommy Olson      

Trustees 

Mayor André F. Harvey 
proudly presents

SENIOR

G A L A
The Drake Oak Brook, 2301 York Road, Oak Brook, IL 

Saturday, February 14, 2026
6:00 - 11:00 p.m.

TICKETS: $40 per person 
Table of Ten Reservations: $350 

($50 Discount on Table Purchase)
 Purchase tickets in the Mayor’s 

Office - Bellwood Village Hall from Friday, 
December 26 to Friday, January 30, 

or until tickets are sold out.

Guest rooms available at The Drake Oak Brook. 
Overnight stay: $189 plus tax.

Reservations must be made by January 20, 2026.
Call (888) 236-2427 and provide the code: VB2 
2 room options: Standard King or Double Room

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 P.M.!  NO TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR! 
NO RESERVED SEATING, EXCEPT FOR TABLE PURCHASES!

ADULTS ONLY


