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As our residents and business owners know, 
we continue to progress in our collective fight 
against the COVID-19 virus. Restrictions are 
being loosened on building capacity and 
business hours, for example, but we still have 
a long way to go.

The rate of vaccinations continues to rise while 
the death and positivity rates continue to go 
down. As I noted last month, Bellwood is active 
in the solution as we partner with others to 
provide on-site and mobile testing and vaccina-
tions in town.

Although we are making progress, too many 
African Americans still are skeptical of the 
vaccine. Our vaccination rate is comparatively 
lower than other racial and ethnic groups despite 
the virus disproportionately ravaging our com-
munity. The country’s unacceptable history of 
medical racism is at the root of African Ameri-
cans’ distrust and hesitancy but the virus’ impact 
on our community calls for different thinking in 
response to different times.

African Americans must get vaccinated for our 
health and safety, and that of those around us, 
including our family, neighbors, friends and 
co-workers. I urge you to take advantage of the 
many vaccine opportunities, including at Triton 
College; for appointments, visit https://vaccine.
cookcountyil.gov/ or call (833)-308-1988. For 
the latest vaccination information in suburban 
Cook County, visit cookcountypublichealth.org. 
To register to receive an appointment, visit  
vaccine.cookcountyil.gov.
 
We must act as if our lives depend on getting 
vaccinated because that could be the case.

StarLab Tests Bellwood Employees 
and Residents

On February 26, Bellwood partnered with StarLab to 
offer COVID-19 tests to approximately more than 70
 village employees and residents.

The full-service 
clinical laboratory 
guarantees accuracy, 
reliability and time-
liness of patient test 
results. It is equipped 
with fully automated 
instruments to 
perform laboratory 
exams. StarLab 
provides the highest 
quality laboratory 
services and offers 
exceptional support 
to the community 
along with exceeding 
the costumers’ 
expectations.
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Village Hall                 

(708) 547-3500
Police/Fire/Ambulance 

Emergency  
911

Police (non emergency) 
(708) 547-3528
Police Anonymous Hotline 
(708) 547-3500

Ext 1301 

Fire (non emergency) 
(708) 547-3525
Water Bill (Billing 

Questions) 
(708) 547-3520
Building Department   
(708) 547-3545

Public Works Department 
(708) 547-3540
Community Service      

(708) 649-3060
Human Resources        

(708) 547-3500
TDD (hearing impaired)        

(708) 547-0011
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African Americans And The COVID-19 
Vaccine: What You Should Know

ALL FOOD ITEMS COST $3 OR LESS!
For more information, please contact Rep. Welch’s full-time constituent 

services office at 708-450-1000 or RepWelch@EmanuelChrisWelch.com.

for his

COMMUNITY
SHRED DAY

Help protect yourself from identity theft! Bring documents that contain 
your personally identifiable information – such as old bank statements, 

tax returns, bills, receipts, credit card applications and outdated medical 
records—to be safely shredded. 

Please remember to remove all paper clips, staples and other bindings.

Please join State Representative 

EMANUEL “CHRIS” 
WELCH

Saturday, April 24
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.*

*Or until the shred truck reaches capacity

Bellwood Village Hall
3200 Washington Blvd.

THIS EVENT IS FREE TO THE PUBLIC! 
• Limit two boxes per car. 

• Cardboard boxes cannot be left at event.
• Residential shredding only (no commercial shredding).
• Shredding accepted until shred trucks reach capacity.

• Masks are required, and social distancing of at least six feet 
must be maintained by guests at all times.

African Americans, 
Hispanics and Native Ameri-
cans are about four times more 
likely to be hospitalized and 
nearly three times more likely 
to die of COVID-19 than 
white people. 

However, African Americans have 
nearly the lowest rates of vaccination 
among any ethnic group.

White Americans are being vaccinated at a rate three times higher than African 
Americans. Data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows 
that of those who have received at least the first dose of a vaccine, 5.4% are Afri-
can American compared to 60% who are white. According to recent Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation poll, about 35% of African Americans said they don’t plan to get 
the vaccine, citing fears about safety and concerns that the vaccines are so new.

Here are three resources to gain answers to frequently asked questions about the 
safety and effectiveness of the vaccine:

•  Chicago Department of Public Health: 
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid19-vaccine/home.html

•    Illinois Department of Public Health: 
https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/dis-
eases-a-z-list/coronavirus/faq

•   Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html

Bellwood Residents … 
     Mark Your Calendar!

BELLWOOD 
COMMUNITY 

P O L I C E

NEIGHBORHOOD 
WATCH GROUP

TOPIC:

www.vil.bellwood.il.us

For more information, call Police Commander
William Goodrum at (708) 547-3500 Ext. 1330.

The Anonymous Tip hotline number is 

(708) 547-3500 Ext. 1301.

*Presentation on Smart 911 and 
Q&A with the Fire, Street and 

Building Departments 

THURSDAY
APRIL 15, 7 P.M.

Great opportunity to meet, greet and show support 
for Bellwood’s police officers! 

Face coverings and social 
distancing will be required.



VILLAGE OF BELLWOOD PROUDLY PRESENTS

ALL FOOD ITEMS COST $3 OR LESS!

WE’RE BACK!

JOIN US AGAIN FOR SOME FUN
FAMILY FRIENDLY & FAMILY AFFORDABLE

FREE ADMISSION GREAT FOOD
FREE ENTERTAINMENT

VILLAGE HALL, 3200 WASHINGTON BLVD.

ALL AGES • FREE PARKING • CARNIVAL RIDES • INFORMATION BOOTHS 
FOOD VENDORS • CAR & BIKE SHOW • FIREWORKS
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On May 27, Bellwood residents can access a number of convenient services offered by the Illinois Secretary of State 
Mobile Unit when it rolls into town and sets up outside of the Village Hall, 3200 Washington Blvd. Residents can 
conveniently take advantage of such offerings as driver’s license renewal, state ID cards, duplicate driver’s licenses and 
vision screening. The Mobile Unit will be open from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

 Keeping The Village Free Of Trash

Inspectors with the village’s Building Department 
have recently noticed an increase in the number of or-
ange-colored bags with sales papers around town. If you 
notice the bag on your lawn, sidewalk or street, please 
pick it up. If you do not want to receive the bag, please 
call (800) TRIBUNE (874-2863) to request that delivery 
be stopped.

PLEASE
RECYCLE!

A P R I L CALENDAR 

1        Hydrant Flushing Begins

2*      Good Friday

4         Easter

5        Yard Waste/Branch Pickup Begins

6        Consolidated Primary Election

15      Neighborhood Watch Meeting, 7 p.m. 

12      Committee of the Whole, 3:30 p.m.

21      Village Board Meeting, 6 p.m.

22      Earth Day

Illinois Secretary 
of State Mobile Unit
 Is Coming To Bellwood


