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September marks the calendar start of fall 
each year, and as we look back on this 
summer, I certainly hope everyone enjoyed a 
safe and active summer this year with family, 
friends and neighbors. 

Summer in our village again featured our an-
nual Taste of Bellwood, which by all accounts 
was another huge success as more than 
50,000 people enjoyed the family-friendly 
three-day event. Literally dozens of food, 
non-food and informational vendors were 
on hand to feed and engage people of all 
interests and food choices.

An event of this size and scope, including the 
always popular Car, Truck and Bike Show 
and nonstop entertainment, cannot be pos-
sible without the selfless contributions of the 
Bellwood trustees, sponsors, vendors, per-
formers and volunteers. Personally, and on 
behalf of my entire administration, thank you 
for your active support and participation.

Now that school is back in session, I warmly 
welcome all of our students in pre-K, kinder-
garten, elementary, high school and college 
back to school. As I share every year, it is so 
important that you work hard, listen to your 
teachers and respect your fellow students. 
At the same time, drivers in and around the 
village, should exercise extreme care and 
caution in our school zones and through-
out Bellwood. It is important for everyone’s 
safety that you respect the crossing guards 
and follow their instructions to help ensure 
our students travel safely to and from school.

Taste of Bellwood Combines Food, Families & Fun

If it appears that the Taste of Bellwood is getting bigger 
and better, there is truth in that perception as this year 
more than 50,000 people attended the three-day event 
that has become a main attraction throughout Proviso 
Township and beyond.

If you missed it (and not many people did), here is a picture wrap up of 
the festivities.
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Meet Bellwood’s Sustainability Team 

Bellwood is a member of the Cross Community Climate Collab-
orative (C4), a project of co-lead organizations Seven Genera-
tions Ahead and the Urban Efficiency Group and the mayors of 
Broadview, River Forest and Oak Park. 

(More Taste of Bellwood Images)

The initiative is designed to bring together BIPOC 
and non-minority communities across income 
lines to share ideas, secure resources, and drive 
large-scale projects within and across commu-
nities that achieve greenhouse gas emissions 
reductions, equity and sustainability goals. The Bellwood Sustainability Team 
comprises several professionals who are leading the village’s engagement in the 
C4 initiative. 

Check out the introductory video and meet each member of the team. Visit the 
village’s website at vil.bellwood.il.us; click Residents and then click Cross Com-
munity Climate Collaborative (C4). Or go online at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=owJivTXKQUA to watch the videos of each team member who talks 
about their role on the team.

Bellwood Families Served By 
Ronald McDonald Mobile Unit

On July 27, representatives 
from Loyola University 
Hospital provided an array 
of services to families that 
needed immunizations, vi-
sion screenings, school and 
sports physicals, and health 
education.

On hand at the Ronald McDonald 
Mobile Unit stationed in front of the Bellwood Village Hall were Susan Finn, 
APRN; Ricardo Lopez, community health worker; and Allison Christian, Loyola 
family nurse practitioner-student.
 
Parents, if you are interested in selecting Loyola as your child's health provider, 
call (708) 216-8563. To find out if the mobile unit will be in the community or 
a school near you, check with your child’s school health office. To improve the 
health of your child, make sure they have annual checkups; dental checkups every 
6-12 months; annual vision screenings; and immunizations, nutrition, hydration 
and activity.



Youth Workers and Interns Gain Summer 
Experience 

Seventeen Bellwood youth participated in the Phase II Summer 
Work Program and received job training and work readiness 
instruction along with 11 interns who participated in the Illinois 

Youth Investment Program by 
way of Proviso Leyden Com-
munity Council for Action. 

 Speaking to the youth, Mayor André 
F. Harvey emphasized the importance 
of paying attention in school and 
taking the opportunity to learn about 
the workplace, career options and the 
effort needed to achieve their goals. 
Gay Chase, former federal administra-
tive judge, hosted the orientations and 
stressed the many career choices stu-
dents can pursue and the need to work 
hard and learn as much as they can.  

Neighborhood Watch Meeting Focuses 
on Cybersecurity

The July 20 Neighborhood Watch meeting featured a presentation 
on cybersecurity and scams by Julie Simms-Holder of J Teaches 
Tech, which provides cybersecurity and awareness training

The training educated Bellwood residents on the importance of maintaining good 
security practices along with increasing cybersecurity awareness to make informed 
decisions to protect yourself against cyber threats.

The Road To 2050
Focused on Climate Protection, 

Resiliency, and Equity

Community 
Engagement 

Meeting
Wednesday, 

September 27 

@ 6:30 pm 
Bellwood Village Hall

Community Room, 2nd Floor

Come join the Bellwood Sustainability 
Team and bring your feedback, 

concerns, and ideas. 

Refreshments will be served.

Scan the code 
to register. 
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4*      Labor Day
      
11      Committee of the Whole, 3:30 p .m.

20      Village Board Meeting, 6 p.m.

s e p t e m b e r CALENDAR 

21      Neighborhood Watch Meeting, 7 p.m.
 
23       Fall Begins

25-29  Cleanup Week
*Village Hall will be closed.

Track Star Excels At State Meet

Bellwood native Aaliyah 
Thurman recently represented 
Proviso West High School’s track 
and field team at the Illinois High 
School Association competition in 
Charleston, IL, where she placed 
5th in the long jump out of 36 
competitors.

Thurman, who has earned an impressive 4.9 GPA, also enjoys cook-
ing and baking. Her goal is to attend college and major in orthope-
dics. She has three older brothers, each of whom played football in 
high school and college, and one brother who currently plays in the 
Canadian Football League.

Cook County Selects Bellwood to 
Receive Climate Resiliency 
Planning Assistance

Bellwood is among the five communities selected 
to participate in the Climate Resiliency Planning 
for Communities Program spearheaded by the 
Cook County Department of Environment and 
Sustainability (DES).

The nearly $16 million program was announced in August by Cook 
County Board President Toni Preckwinkle and will improve climate 
resiliency in the villages of Bellwood, Franklin Park, Justice, 
Lynwood and the City of Markham over the next four years.

The Climate Resiliency Planning for Communities Program was 
available to suburban Cook County communities that do not have 
an existing Climate Resiliency Plan (or similar) updated within the 
past six years and require the technical assistance, funding or staff 
resources to create one. 

It’s Time For Cleanup Week

Mark your calendar for Sept. 25-29 for this year’s Cleanup 
Week. Remember to leave materials that you are discarding on 
your garbage pickup day by 7 a.m.

Questions About Your Water Bill?

Bellwood residents: If you have a question about your water 
bill, or need more information about your bill, remember to 
call the Bellwood Finance department – not the Water Depart-
ment or Public Works Department. Make a note: Call the 
Bellwood Finance Department at (708) 547-3500 Ext. 1500 
with questions about your water bill.

PLEASE
RECYCLE!

Bellwood Residents … 
     Mark Your Calendar!

BELLWOOD COMMUNITY POLICE

NEIGHBORHOOD 
WATCH GROUP

                 For more information, call Police Commander,
                 William Goodrum at (708) 547-3500 Ext. 1330.

Great opportunity to meet, greet and show support for 
Bellwood’s police officers! Comments, feedback and 
suggestions are welcome. Hope to see you there! 

                 The Anonymous Tip hotline is (708) 547-3500 Ext. 1031.

www.vil.bellwood.il.us

THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 21, 7 P.M.


