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With 2024 in our rearview mirror, we can 
proudly reflect on Bellwood’s accomplish-
ments last year in almost every area of our 
lives, and how the village served our residents 
and businesses. For example, in the key areas 
of economic development and finance, my 
administration can point to a list of impres-
sive accomplishments:

•  We have attracted new companies that are 
investing over $100 million in development 
that will create hundreds of new jobs.

•  My administration completed the con-
struction of a new single-family home 
on 26th Avenue as a continuation of our 
home-building initiative. Plans are underway 
for the 27th and 28th homes with more on 
the way. The village also completed construc-
tion of two homes at 4907 St. Charles Rd.

•  Bellwood experienced seven consecutive 
years with no tax increase in the village’s por-
tion of the tax levy.

•  Bellwood was awarded a $12 million state 
grant to help develop the new Bellwood 
Gateway downtown project on St. Charles 
Road.

•  Nearly $7 million in grants for projects 
have been awarded to the village in the state’s 
budget bill, which enables us to manage proj-
ects at no expense to residents. 
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(Mayor’s Message continued on next page)

The Best Western Plus Hotel in Hillside was the place to 
be on Dec. 7 as more than 250 people (including joyous 
youth) attended the village’s annual Breakfast With Santa 
to celebrate the holiday season.

Hosted by Mayor André F. Harvey and the Bellwood Board of Trustees, 
the festive event featured a hot breakfast, magic show, Elf on the Shelf, 
Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, and of course, an appearance by the 
man himself: Santa Claus.

Family Fun at Breakfast With Santa



(Mayor’s Message continued)

Holidays Brightened With Christmas 
Food Giveaways

Mayor André F. Harvey 
invites you!

“The Village of 
Bellwood Celebrates 
Black Entrepreneurship”

SHOPPING•NETWORKING
•ENTERTAINMENT & FOOD  

We invite small businesses 
and youth entrepreneurs to 
showcase and sell 
their merchandise!

Saturday, February 1, 2025
2:00  – 6:00 p.m., Roosevelt Middle School, 2500 Oak St.

Mayor Harvey and the Village Board of 
Trustees celebrate small businesses and 
youth entrepreneurs by providing vendor 
and pop-up opportunities 
throughout the year.

Interested in participating as 
a vendor? Please click the 
QR code. Any questions? 
Call Debora Jenkins at 
(708) 547-3500 Ext. 1514.

It is always important to share with residents and business 
owners the new growth that we manage with and for them, 
and with their best interests in mind. As your mayor, I am 
proud of the Board of Trustees and appointed leaders in 
my administration as our decisions have led to prudent 
spending, increased public safety, reduced criminal activity, 
economic development and growth, social stability, and pro-
grams that enrich our community.

My administration endeavored to make 2024 another year in 
which we all take pride in being co-directors in our future. I 
urge you to look back at our accomplishments in 2024 and 
commit to the health and prosperity of our community.

Finally, as is the case each year, for some people last year 
provided opportunities to rejoice with families and friends 
and rekindle relationships. Yet others had to face sickness, 
the loss of loved ones, loss of jobs and other impactful 
events. In all cases, I trust the holiday season proved to be a 
season of gratitude and giving. We look forward to serving 
you and working with our residents in 2025.

The village’s annual 
Christmas Food Giveaway 
on Dec. 14 proved to be a 
blessing for the 100 resi-
dents who registered for 
the giveaway.

With the bulk of canned goods 
donated by students and staff from Bellwood School District 88 and 
donations from sponsors, volunteers Mayor André F. Harvey and volun-
teers cheerfully greeted residents via an organized drive through opera-
tion. Representatives from Nicor Gas shared energy savings information 
and bags and Give Mz MeMe donated hats, scarves and gloves.



Mayor André F. Harvey 
proudly presents

SENIOR

GALA
The Drake Oak Brook, 

2301 York Road, Oak Brook, IL 
Saturday, February 15, 2025

6:00 - 11:00 p.m.

TICKETS: $40 per person 
Table of Ten Reservations: $350 

($50 Discount on Table Purchases)
Tickets on sale from December 26, 2024 - January 31, 2025

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 P.M.! 
NO TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR! 
NO RESERVED SEATING, EXCEPT 

FOR TABLE PURCHASES!

ADULTS ONLY

Guest rooms available at The Drake Oak Brook 
Overnight stay: $169 plus tax. 

Reservations must be made by January 20, 2025. 
Call (888) 236-2427 Provide Code: VB2
2 options available: Standard King or 

Standard Double Room

More than 200 seniors from Prairie View, Senior Suites 
of Bellwood and Bellwood Senior apartments received 
holiday food trimmings on Dec. 13 from Mayor André F. 
Harvey, village department heads, and staff from the 
Public Works department and the Bellwood Office of 
Emergency Management. 

The mayor addressed 
the highs and lows of 
the holiday season and 
the focus on giving, es-
pecially giving from our 
young people for whom 
it is important to uplift 
our seniors. The Harvey 
administration looks for-
ward to serving seniors 
this year and beyond.

Village Supports Seniors With 
Christmas Food Giveaway
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Our Seniors’ Mother’s Day Breakfast is fast 
approaching so plan to join us on May 11 to 
shower your mother or the mother figure in your 
life with love and affection for the selfless sacrifice 
they make for family and friends alike. If you have 
not purchased your tickets, make it a priority 
because seating is limited. 

Speaking of celebrating mothers, personally and 
on behalf of my administration, best wishes to 
Doris J. Phillips on her 90th birthday. She is a 
proud 44 plus year Bellwood resident and we are 
happy to salute Ms. Phillips in this issue of 
the Update.   
 
On another note, as the weather continues to 
warm, I encourage our residents to ensure their 
property is maintained in the best condition 
possible, including making safety checks, home 
interior and exterior repairs, gardening, landscap-
ing, rodent control, garbage disposal, weed and 
bush trimming and painting. Property inspectors 
are out daily to ensure your property meets our 
village ordinances. If a citation is issued, you must 
immediately resolve the violation.

Keeping your property maintained is a sign of a 
good homeowner and it also displays neighborly 
consideration along with not being loud and 
noisy, playing loud and profane music, refusing 
to control and clean up after your dog, and 
teaching your children to be respectful of adults 
and each other. 

This month’s newsletter also includes permit in-
formation for property owners and landlords, and 
contractors, which includes electricians, plumbers 
and carpenters. The permit process addresses 
what repair work requires a permit, why a permit 
is required, the advantages of applying for a per-
mit, and the disadvantages if you do not apply.

Finally, save the dates for the best summertime 
event in all of Proviso Township: the annual Taste 
of Bellwood on August 9, 10 and 11. We look 
forward to seeing all of you at our family friendly, 
family affordable event.
   

 

Bellwood Fire Department 
Victorious In Chill Cook-Off Fundraiser 

On Feb. 21, the Bellwood Fire Department participated in 
the 3rd annual Chili Cook-Off hosted by Top Flite 
Defense Inc. whose mission is to encourage women 
veterans to impact their communities.  
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Contestants included fire departments from Bellwood, Hillside, May-
wood, Broadview and Westchester.  The last competition in 2016 
produced the 
Westchester Fire 
Department as 
the victor for the 
second straight 
year. Not to be 
outdone this year, 
the Bellwood 
Fire Department 
submitted two 
entries and won 
1st place and 3rd 
place at the event that was well attended by local residents, firefighters 
and village officials.    
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Scan and Sign up Now

For the e-newsletter when it goes 
digital soon. You will also receive 
text messages from the village in 
case of an emergency. 

If you have questions or need more 
information, contact Debora Jenkins, 
(708) 547-3500. Ext. 1514.

1*    New Year’s Day 

13    Committee of the Whole, 3:30 p.m.           

16    Village Board Meeting, 6 p.m. 

18   CPR Class 

J A N U A R Y  CALENDAR 

20*   Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
31    2025 Vehicle Stickers & Animal 
       Tags on Sale

       2025-26 Business Licenses on Sale
*Village Hall closed.

Proviso Handyman Department 

  

Bellwood · Berkeley · Broadview · Brookfield · Forest Park · Hillside · 
LaGrange Park · Maywood · Melrose Park · North Riverside · 

Northlake · Stone Park · Westchester · Western Springs 

+ Only Homeowners within the boundaries of the Proviso Township+ 

 

January 2025 
Are your holiday boxes ready to be stored in your attic or basement? 

Call and we will help put them away! Is it a good time to change the batteries in your smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarms? 

If you haven’t winterized your doors and windows our handyman can do that for you also! 

Call 708-547-4001 

The Proviso Township Handyman Program serves homeowners over the age of 60 and        
disabled   homeowners who are residents of Proviso Township 

    Michael A. Corrigan   
   Supervisor 

  
Anthony  “Tony” Williams                         Steven J. Zawaski  

                            Clerk                                                                    Assessor                            
Evelyn Chavez · Joseph Christopher · Gay Chase · Clarence E Thomas      

Trustees 

Backflow Survey Requires 

Residents’ Participation

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
(IEPA) requires all village water systems to 
have and maintain an effective cross connec-
tion control program. Bellwood residents 
recently received in the mail a comphrehensive 
survey from Backflow Solutions Inc. (BSI), 
which the village endorses and encourages 
residents to complete. 

What is cross connection? A cross connection is a physical 
connection between a possible source of contamination 
and the public drinking water system. This connection, 
if not properly protected, can lead to the contamination 
of the drinking water system through a backflow event or 
when the flow of water is reversed.

It is the customer’s responsibility to ensure that unpro-
tected cross connections are not created. The required 
backflow prevention assemblies must be tested to ensure 
they meet requirements and must be maintained in 
operable condition.

Do you have a water cross connection? Many residential 
homes will not have a cross-connection device. However, 
they are typically installed with lawn irrigation systems, 
fire suppression systems, and several other applications 
as required by law. The village is requesting that residents 
complete a survey to ensure that the village knows where 
cross connections exist and ensure that they are properly 
maintained to protect the drinking water.

The survey can be found at https://bsionline.com/bell-
wood/. If you have any questions regarding completing the 
control survey, contact BSI at (888) 966-6050. 


