MESSAGE From Mayor
André F. Harvey

I first want to extend a respectful and very
heartfelt thank you to every resident who
voted in the April 6 election, and especially
thank the voters who cast a vote for me and
candidates from the Bellwood First Party. As
public servants, we recognize the weight of the
responsibility that comes with earning a vote
of confidence from the several thousand
Bellwood residents who overwhelmingly
voted for us. We appreciate your support and
confidence in our ability to represent all
people and all facets of our wonderful village.

Over the past four years, my administration
set a number of goals and achieved a long list
of accomplishments with the best interest of
Bellwood as our priority. We have attracted
new businesses, built new single family homes,
stabilized the village’s finances, managed the
budget without tax increases, and provided an
array of services, programs and special events
for children, teenagers, young people, adults
and seniors.

Over the next four years, we will be squarely
focused on continued growth and prosperity,
safety and security, economic development
and quality customer service to propel Bell-
wood forward and to benefit the residents
and businesses in our proud town.

With that in mind, as we continue to commu-
nicate and collaborate, I continue to encour-
age you to take the COVID-19 vaccine and
follow the protocols to combat the virus ...
especially as spring continues and the weather
warms.
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Bellwood Partners With Oak
Street Health For COVID-19
Vaccinations

More than 40 Bellwood seniors age 65 and older
and seniors under 65 with Medicare received the
COVID-19 vaccination on April 16 through the

village’s partnership with Oak Street Health.
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Village Clerk’s Role and Relocation

The clerk’s responsibilities: keeper of the records; custodian of
the village seal; takes minutes; and serves as the village collector.

Village Clerk Janel Moreland’s office is now located on the first floor in Room
100 at the Bellwood Village Hall; telephone is (708) 547-3500 Ext. 1103.

Village Offers Free Permits In June

Bellwood residents can request free permits from June 1-30 for
single-family homes for replacement of a fence or garage roof.

To receive a free permit, a resident cannot have any outstanding balances with
the village, including water bills, traffic citations or citations issued by the
Building Department.

BBB Warning About About Home
Repair Scams

The Better Business Bureau is warning Illinois residents not to

fall victim to scams this spring as the need for yard maintenance
picks up steam. Do your homework on any lawn care service before
spending money or signing a contract. The BBB encourages
people to take these steps to protect themselves from scammers:

o Research and gather information. Once you have decided what services you
need and your budget, get reccommendations from friends and neighbors with lawns

you admire.

o Ask for a lawn inspection. Services that quote a price without seeing your lawn
cannot be sure what your lawn might need.
(Continued on next page)

Departments Highlighted At
Neighborhood Watch Meeting

Departments heads from Bellwood’s Fire, Building
Street and Police departments and the Homeland
Security office shared brief overviews about their
department’s functions and duties during an inter-
active Neighborhood Watch Meeting on April 15 at
the Village Hall.

“THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE”

You are cordially invited to a

Pre-Memorial Day Ceremony
Honoring our Veterans

; Hosted By:

Mayor Andre F. Harvey
Village of Bellwood
Director Mark Flores
Memorial Park District
And
VEW Bellwood Memorial
Post #5081

Friday May 28, 2021 at 10:00 am

Memorial Park District
Stevenson Center
3105 Washington Blvd
Bellwood, IL 60104

Social Distancing Will Be Practiced
Mask Must Be Worn
Refreshments Will Be Served
Seating Is Limited
RSVP by May 15, 2021 @ 708-547-3505



o Have a clear scope of work before asking for estimates. This includes
defining the area to be worked on and what you want done.

o Ask for references and pictures of other jobs they installed or main-
tained. If possible, visit these locations to get a first-hand view of the quality
of their work.

o Get receipts for any money paid. Get receipts for any money paid. It’s
better to pay by check or credit card, but if you make full payment in cash, be
sure to obtain written verification from the business with a list of labor and
material charges covered by the payment.

Secretary of State Warns About Two
New Scams

Residents should be on alert for a pair of scams seeking to defraud residents

of money and personal information. The first scam involves unsolicited text
messages claiming to be from the secretary of state’s office, which contain vague
references to “problems with your information.” The text also contains a link
attributed to “uipendingcases.org.”

Visting the website could place malware on your device or trick residents into
disclosing personal information. Delete the text. Do not click on it and do not
provide any personal information. The secretary of state’s office never requests
personal information, like a Social Security number, through a text message.The
second scam involves fraudulent websites that offer online vehicle registration
renewals for license plate stickers. The scam site then charges residents an
additional fee for the registration.

One of the websites, IllinoisCarReg.com, misleads customers into providing
personal information, then charges $39.99 in addition to the price of the sticker.
Before you conduct your business with the Secretary of State’s office online,
double check that you are on the official website: cyberdriveillinois.com. If you
have questions about text message scams or identity theft, call the Illinois
Attorney General’s Consumer Fraud Hotline at (800) 386-5438.

Bellwood Celebrates Earth Day

The 51st anniversary of the annual Earth Day on April 22 -
which was themed “Restore Our Earth” -
by Bellwood Mayor André F. Harvey and Public Works de-
partment staff as they planted tree at 127 Granville Ave.

was commemorated

Earth Day recognizes the harm humans are capable of causing while demon-
strating widespread support across the globe for protecting the earth and
environment. Mayor Harvey joined millions of others in emphasizing Earth
Day and that litter kills plants and animals; litter is unsightly; and littering is a
problem that’s easily controlled. Remember to always use a trash can.
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YOUTH WORK PROGRAM

Applications will be
distributed ONLY on:

Date: Friday, May 21, 2021
Time: 3:00 p.m. -4:30 p.m.
Place: Village Hall Community Room - Room 211

To apply you must meet the following requirements:

* You must be a BELLWOOD resident
* You must be 14 - 16 years of age

To be considered you must return the
application along with the following items:

* A copy of your Birth Certificate
* A copy of your Social Security Card
* A current Water Bill with your mother/father/legal
guardian’s name on the bill

All completed applications and the required documents
must be returned to the office of Human Resources,
Room 206 no later than Friday, June 4 by 5 p.m.
NO EXCEPTIONS.

Work permits must be completed and signed by an
authorized official at Proviso West High School on:

* Monday, May 24 from 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

* Tuesday, May 25 from 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
* Wednesday, May 26 from 9:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
* Thursday, May 27 from 12:30 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.
* Friday, May 28 from 9:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.




Reminder About Garbage
Collection and Recycling
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Garbage and recycling material must be set out in
the alley or at the curb no earlier than 7 p.m. on
the evening prior to pick up and no later than 6
a.m. on the day of collection.

Garbage must be put in the 95-gallon carts provided by the
village and recycling must be put in the 65-gallon carts.

Recycling is collected on the same day as garbage pickup day
every other week. For example: If your garbage day is on Mon-
day, your recycling will be picked up on Monday, every other
week. Items for recycling are: plastics, glass, paper/cardboard,
metals, batteries/bulbs and electronics. Residents may put out
one bulk item a week (e.g., mattress, couch, bed, etc.). If you
have an appliance, you must drop it off at the Public Works
Department at 203 30th Ave.

Yard waste pick up takes place from April - December. Yard
waste may be set out in brown paper bags designated for the
use of yard waste. A yard sticker that is available from the
Finance Department must be affixed to the bag. Plastic bags
are not acceptable. For more information about garbage and
recycling collection, contact Groot, the village’s waste hauler,
at (888) 485-0900.

Understanding The Role Of A
School District

Many Bellwood residents incorrectly assume that
the village determines and controls various agen-
cies such as the school district, park district and
community-based organizations.

While that assumption is incorrect, understanding the role and
responsibilities of a school board is important since the board
members are responsible for crafting the overall vision of a dis-
trict’s public school, including setting the curriculum, creating
and upholding board policy, electing school officials and over-
seeing the district’s administrators.

Equally important to understand is that a school district is a
separate legal entity. Bellwood does not have jurisdiction over
the district. As a separate taxing body, the school district deter-
mines and controls the tax levy on residents’ property tax bill.
Any issues pertaining to the schools must be addressed by the
school district.

lllinois Secretury‘
of State Mobile Unit

Is Coming To Bellwood

THURSDAY, MAY 27

10 a.m. -2 p.m.
Village Hall - Board Room, 3200 Washington Blvd.

Residents must have proper identification for the following services that will be offered:

Driver's license renewal, duplicate and correction
Commercial driver's license renewal or duplicate
Identification cards issuance, renewal or duplicate
Vehicle stickers for cars and pick-up trucks

License plate renewal stickers

Organ/tissue donor registration

.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

(708) 547-5300 Ext. 1512

www.vil.bellwood.il.us
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M AY CALENDAR

| Street Resurfacing Program Begins 15  Water Restriction Begins (Ends Sept. 15)

3-7  Cleanup Week 19 Village Board Meeting, 6 p.m. y
5 Cinco de Mayo 3 1%  Memorial Day o)

9 Mother’s Day PLEASE
*Village Hall will be closed.
10 Committee of the Whole, 3:30 p.m. RECYCLE!
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