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February is Black History Month and an annual 
opportunity for Bellwoodians and Americans alike 
to learn about the trials and triumphs of our 
nation’s history that are far too often neglected 
and minimized. As the saying goes, black history is 
American history, and it’s a rich history that we will 
celebrate on Feb. 23 at our annual Black History 
Celebration at the Eisenhower Community Center. 
I encourage you to join us for performances by 
local schools, community organizations and 
individual performers.

A wise nation honors and learns from its past. Our 
nation’s past features countless contributions from 
the likes of magnificent historical figures like 
Carter G. Woodson, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Rosa Parks, and scores of selfless civil rights leaders 
and activists who put service above self.

It is always a pleasure to invite and socialize with 
our wonderful elders at the village’s annual Seniors 
Mardi Gras Dance, which this year is set for Feb. 
15 at the Drury Lane Theater in Oakbrook Terrace. 
I very much look forward to a great night of fun, 
fellowship and food.

Bellwood parents and guardians: Don’t forget to 
mark your calendar for Feb. 25 and 27 as we cele-
brate the academic excellence of our youth through 
our Gift Card for A’s program presentations. I have 
always been a strong supporter of education and 
this program to recognize and reward our achiev-
ing students is one that is near and dear to my heart 
as mayor, mentor and as a parent.   

“Bellwood Counts” Census Initiative 
Now Underway
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IMPORTANT
BE LLWOOD
NUMBERSOver the next several months, Bellwood will actively 

educate and engage residents to participate in the 
important 2020 Census count.

With a particular emphasis 
on the hard-to-count pop-
ulations of senior citizens, 
Hispanics and young Afri-
can-American men, the vil-
lage’s new Complete Count 
Committee will use com-
munity events, collateral 
and meetings to educate 
and motivate residents to 
participate in the census.

The census is much more 
than just a head count. It 
provides a picture of our 
nation that helps deter-
mine where to build new schools, hospitals, and businesses; how federal 
funding is distributed; and how congressional seats are apportioned.

(More images on next page)



(“Bellwood Counts” Census Initiative Now Underway continued)

It also helps us see how communities have changed over time. When communities, including 
Bellwood, are undercounted, as it was 10 years ago, critical resources, funds and even 
congressional representation could disappear.

Tonita S. LeShore, Bellwood’s director of Human Resources and chair of the village’s Com-
plete Count Committee, shared that nearly 7,000 Bellwood residents went uncounted in the 
2010 census.  “At that point in time, we were at 74 percent participation. This year, we at least 
want to get between 80 and 85 percent,” she said.

Planned events included the Bellwood/Broadview Census Kickoff Rally on Jan. 11 at the 
Beverly Center in Broadview that was hosted by Bellwood Mayor André F. Harvey and 
Broadview Mayor Katrina Thompson. The event also provided a forum for local leaders to 
share ideas on how to increase census participation this year to avoid missing out on critical 
funding in the future. The U.S. Census Bureau’s 2020 Hard to Count Map is available at 
censushardtocountmaps2020.us; it shows past response rates by census tract.

COUNTS

Details About Gift Cards For 
A’s Program 

Gift cards will be distributed for the 
second quarter marking period in the 
village’s Gift Cards For A’s Program on Feb. 
25 and 27 from 3-5 p.m. in the Village Hall 
Board Room. 

Bellwood continues to partner with Target stores to 
provide encouragement to students in 3rd – 8th grades 
who earn A’s for academic excellence on their report 
card in the second and fourth grading periods ONLY. 
For each A that a student earns in English, math, read-
ing, science and social studies classes ONLY, they will 
receive a $5 Target gift card.

Bellwood students who attend a school in Districts 87 
or 88, or a school outside of the village can be rewarded 
for their excellence. Gift cards are presented when the 
student and a parent or guardian presents a qualifying 
report card with proof of residency. Report cards can 
only be presented once per grading period.

Mark your calendar and save these dates to join us on Feb. 19 at the Village Board meeting 
for a presentation by census representatives from the United States bureau and Proviso 
Township. In addition, the NACCP Chicago Westside Branch will provide census informa-
tion at the Black History Celebration on Feb. 23 at the Eisenhower Community Center. 

For more information about the village’s initiative, contact Tonita S. LeShore, Bellwood 
Complete Count Committee chair, at (708) 202-0312. You can also learn more about the 
2020 Census by visiting the village’s website at vil.bellwood.il.us and at 
2020census.gov. Information is available in Spanish.  

  Gift Card For A's Program



13th Positive, SD 88 and Bellwood Partner In 
Toy Drive

St. Gregorios Malankara Orthodox 
Church Supports Bellwood’s 
Mentoring Program

On Dec. 27, Father Daniel George and members 
of St. Gregorios Malankara Orthodox Cathedral 
presented a $1,000 check to Bellwood Mayor 
André F. Harvey to support youth programs in 
town. The church, located at 315 27th Ave. in 
Bellwood, was organized under the leadership 
of Father George in 1994. Mayor Harvey 
expressed his gratitude and shared thanks from 
the village’s youth.

The holiday season was made even brighter for local youth as more 
than 500 toys were presented by the 13th Positive Foundation, 
School District 88 and the Village of Bellwood during the annual Toy 
Giveaway/Holiday Party for youth in town and throughout Proviso 
Township.

The event, which featured hot dogs, popcorn, cotton candy, potato chips and juice, 
and such activities as face painting, bounce house, carnival style games, bean toss, and 
bike and gift card raffles, was spearheaded by 13th Positive Foundation Vice President 
Chuck Stump. The day opened with a monster truck parade through Bellwood and 
featured the Bellwood Police and Fire departments as donated toys were distributed 
from more than two dozen vehicles. 

13th Positive Foundation President Reggie Neal noted: “We want to give a huge thank 
you to Bellwood School District 88, Board President Sondra McClendon and Super-
intendent Mark Holder, as well as the Village of Bellwood and Mayor André Harvey 
who all made this event possible. A special thank you goes out to District 88 Parent 
Liaison Patricia Crawford who orchestrates a lot of the organizing behind the scenes.”
Other partners and sponsors included Rep. Emanuel “Chris” Welch and Maywood 
Mayor Edwenna Perkins, among others.    The monthly Bellwood Update newsletter and 

village website (www.vil.bellwood.il.us) deliver 

important – and sometimes fun – information to 

and about the village’s residents and business 

owners … and we always want to hear from you! 

Send us stories about your family’s 

accomplishments at work, in the community 

and in school to Bellwood Human Resources 

Director Tonita S. LeShore at

 tleshore@vil.bellwood.il.us for consideration 

for the newsletter. Don’t forget to 

attach a high-quality picture, if appropriate, that 

we can also consider.

We Want To 

HEAR FROM YOU!



PLEASE
RECYCLE!

15       Seniors Mardi Gras Dance   

17*      Presidents’ Day

19       Village Board Meeting, 6 p.m.

23       Annual Black History Month Celebration

           *Village Hall will be closed.

1       Vehicle Stickers On Sale          

2        Groundhog Day         

10      Committee of the Whole, 3:30 p.m.

14       Valentine’s Day

F E B R U A R Y CALENDAR 

Sunday, February 23, 2020
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Karen Yarbrough, Cook County Clerk
Keynote Address: “African Americans And The Vote”

PROUDLY PRESENTS THE

2020

Celebration
Eisenhower Community Center, 700 Speechley Boulevard, Hillside, IL

Master of Ceremonies 
Marseil “Action” Jackson

Co-Host, “The Brunch Bunch Show,” Gospel Inspiration 1390 AM
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Refreshments will be served.


