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Seniors Revel At Mardi Gras
Dance

More than 220 residents laughed, dined and
danced at the village’s Annual Senior Mardi
Gras on Feb. 15 at the Drury Lane Theatre in
Oakbrook Terrace.

Entertainment included singer extraordinaire Terisa
Griffin and her jazz band as well as DJ John Woodhouse,
all of which complemented great conversation, fun

and camaraderie among Bellwood residents who were
dressed in their finest colorful outfits.

(Census Outreach continued)

Drake D. Booker, partner specialist at the U.S. Census, presented the Census’ veterans

special initiative plan for active military and veterans who are regarded as a hard-to-count
demographic. Nathaniel Booker, director of Awareness and Education for Proviso Township,
discussed why veterans must be counted. Seniors also heard from Phyllis Logan, first vice
president from the Illinois State Conference/Chicago Westside Branch NAACP. If you are a
veteran and have questions, call Drake Booker at (312) 579-1615.

Proviso Census Commission representatives Nathaniel Booker and Kevin McGrier, along with
Lucia Salah from Age Options and Thelma Ware from the Chicago Westside NAACP Branch,
explained why the Census matters to Bellwood seniors at the Feb. 22 event at Georgina Lane.

The village will continue to host events through the end of June that target the Hard To Count
populations of seniors, African-American males, Hispanics, immigrants and low-income
residents. Bellwood wants to ensure that every resident is counted so that the village receives
the funding and representation it needs and deserves to support transportation, infrastructure,
schools, hospitals and healthcare, among other important quality of life matters.

Inspiring Performances Mark Black History
Month Celebration

More than 400 residents and members of the general public attended the
village’s Annual Black History Celebration on Feb. 23 that featured dance,
musical and spoken word performances by local students and community

organizations.

The youth celebrated and memorialized the rich legacy and lasting contributions of
African-American culture before an adoring crowd of family, friends, neighbors clergy, elected
officials and fellow students.

The celebration also included words of wisdom from Rep. Emanuel “Chris” Welch and Cook
County Clerk Karen Yarbrough, who delivered the keynote address on “African Americans
and the Vote.” Adding to the festivities was the master of ceremonies, Marseil “Action” Jack-
son, co-host of Gospel Inspiration 1390 AM. A special thanks to Tonita S. LeShore, event
coordinator and Bellwood director of Human Resources.
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How To Pay Your
Water Bill During The
Stay-At-Home Order

Following the Governor’s Stay-At-Home
order, the Bellwood Village Hall will be
closed to the public until Tuesday,

April 7.

However, residents can still pay
their water bill:

o Use the drop box outside of the
Village Hall

 Pay online at the village
website -- vil.bellwood.il.us

If you have any questions about water
bill and vehicle sticker payment, call
(708) 547-3500 Ext. 1500.
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VEHICLE LICENSE

André F. Harvey
Janel Moreland, Village Clerk

Payment for vehicle
stickers, animal tags, motorcycle tags
and business licenses has been extend-
ed to May 31 and must be displayed by
June 1.

Residents can purchase stickers and
licenses online at vil.bellwood.ilus.

If you have any questions about your
sticker or license, call (708) 547-3500
Ext. 1500.

In Memorial: Deoneress “Dee” McCrary

With great sadness the Village of Bell-
wood announces the passing of Deoneress
“Dee” McCrary on March 11.

A dedicated and valued member of the Bellwood
team for 10 years, Dee most recently served as
finance administrator. She was a talented member
of our team and will be sorely missed by Bellwood
employees, residents and our business community.
Please keep the Spears and McCrary families in your
thoughts as they go through this difficult time.

We miss you now, for
our hearts are sore
As time goes by, we’ll
miss you more

Your loving smile,
your gentle face

No one can ever take
your place

Recap: School District 88
Resource Expo

forming alliances with local school communities to
support the holistic development of children.

Attendees connected with more than 80 vendors and organizations,
learned about the importance of the 2020 Census and Census jobs
from Drake D. Booker, partner specialist for the U.S. Census.
Keynote speaker Evan Roberts, a high school educator and author,
also motivated participants who enjoyed tasty treats from featured
food vendors Soul Vegan, Benjamin’s Popcorn and Big Rig Taco.
Bellwood staff, representatives from the Bellwood Board of Education
and Broadview Mayor Katrina Thompson shared useful information
with visitors who had chances to win prizes such as 50” flat screen

TVs and family pool passes.

The Bellwood School
District 88 Resource
Expo on March 11

at Roosevelt Middle
School was designed
to connect Proviso
Township and sur-
rounding communi-
ties to vital resources,
including financial
literacy, Autism
Jaw/l awareness and




