
Getting gas and great-tasting food just got easier in 
Bellwood with the Jan. 12 opening of the new, state-of-the-
art Thorntons at 1125 25th Ave.

That day, an enthusiastic 
gathering of residents, elected 
officials and residents of 
nearby communities joined 
Bellwood Mayor Andre 
Harvey and Thorntons 
management in celebrating 
the opening.

Ideally located just off I-290 
and busy 25th Avenue, the 
business marks a milestone 
in Bellwood’s economic 
development progress with 
offerings of fresh hot food 

As you probably know, there is a new major 
business in town, and we are excited about 
what Thorntons is bringing to the economic 
development table. This business marks a 
significant achievement in our plan to revital-
ize 25th Avenue and I encourage you to 
patronize Thorntons, which, of course, 
benefits Bellwood.

The expected sales tax revenue from 
Thorntons will be an infusion to our budget, 
which we have again carefully managed. I 
am pleased to announce that for the seventh 
consecutive year the village will not increase 
taxes. A combination of favorable economic 
conditions along with our departments ef-
ficiently managing their budgets have con-
tributed to this positive news – and we are 
working hard and smart to continue minimiz-
ing the need to raise taxes in the future.

On another note, I was humbled to receive 
the Eugene Moore Public Service Award from 
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What Seniors Should Know 

About The Homeowner 
Exemption

Residents over age 65 who own and 
reside in their home are annually eligible 
to apply for the Cook County Senior 
Homeowner Exemption that reduces 
the property tax bill on the property 
they reside in. 

The Cook County Assessor mailed the application 
the week of Jan. 15 and seniors should complete 
and return the form to the assessor by Feb. 7. 

Eligible seniors who have never applied for the Se-
nior and/or Senior Freeze Exemptions can visit the 
assessor’s web site at cookcountyassessor.com and 
download an application, or contact the assessor’s 
office at (312) 443-7550 and request a form by 
mail. For more information, contact the Assessor’s 
Taxpayer Services Department at (312) 443-7550.

from a kitchen and coffee, 
cappuccino and hot chocolate 
for sale. Thorntons is a family 
owned, leading independent 
gasoline/convenience chain 
retailer based in Louisville.

Thorntons is open 24 hours 
a day, offers customers 20 
covered gas pumps and a wide 
variety of food and snacks, 
including fresh donuts, muffins, 
soft serve ice cream with top-
pings, fountain drinks, candy, 
bottled beverages, paper goods, 
domestic, imported and pre-
mium beers and liquors. Cus-
tomers can purchase food from 
an on-site kitchen staffed by cooks who make chicken sandwiches, sausage egg and cheese 
biscuits and burritos, among other options.

“Thorntons opening its doors in Bellwood at the high-traffic intersection of 25th Avenue and 
the 290 Expressway is a game changer,” said Mayor Harvey. “We’re happy that Thorntons 
picked this site that was vacant for 10 years to continue the momentum of Bellwood’s 
economic development efforts along the 25th Avenue corridor.” 

Bellwood Economic Development Director Peter Tsiolis added, “We sat down and analyzed 
all four corners of the village to prioritize parcels of property for redevelopment. It became 
pretty apparent to us that this was a Class A property due to its proximity to I-290 and 25th 
Avenue. It also happens to be situated in one of the village’s key TIF districts. Thorntons,” he 
said, “was very deliberate in their site selection process, and we were able to help them under-
stand all the merits of this site, especially the coming additional traffic value provided by the 
new 25th Avenue bridge. The rest, as they say, is history.”

Operation Uplift at their 50th Anniversary 
Celebration and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Awards Black Tie Gala. 

It also was an honor to participate in the 
Village of Hillside’s 17th Annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Breakfast as well as being 
invited to speak at Community Presbyterian 
Church on Dr. Martin Luther King Day. Dr. 
King’s teachings and sacrifices are important 
influences for me and I cherish the opportu-
nity to honor his legacy. 

Finally, I want to congratulate all of the 
Bellwood students who attend Proviso West 
High School and earned academic honors for 
the first semester of the 2017-18 school year. 
Keep up the great work and stay focused on 
your studies and future plans.



Details About Gift 
Cards For A’s 
Program 
 

  Gift Card For A's Program

Gift cards will be distributed in the 
fourth quarter marking period in the 
village’s Gift Cards For A’s Program on 
Feb. 20 and Feb. 22 from 3-5 p.m. at 
the Village Hall Board Room.

Bellwood is partnering with Target 
stores to provide encouragement to 
students in 3rd – 8th grades who 
earn A’s for academic excellence on 
their report card in the second and 
fourth grading periods ONLY. For each 
A a student earns in English, math, 
reading, science and social studies 
classes ONLY, they will receive a $5 
Target gift card.

Bellwood students who attend a 
school in Districts 87 or 88, or a 
school outside of the village can be 
rewarded for their excellence. Gift 
cards are presented when the student 
and a parent or guardian presents a 
qualifying report card with proof of 
residency. Report cards can only be 
presented once per grading period.

New Beauty Salon Opens in Town

The pace of economic development continues in 
Bellwood with the addition of Studio 244 Hairsalon 
at 244 Mannheim Rd. where a variety of services 
are available by professional stylists. 

The business joins Thorntons and Club 717 in providing more 
options for goods and services, and to continue recycling 
investments in the community. 

P R E S E N T S  t h e

Celebration
Sunday, 

February 25, 2018
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Special Performance 
by Hiplet Ballerinas

Eisenhower Community Center, 700 Speechley Boulevard, Hillside, IL
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CPR Classes 
Open to All

Continuing the pace of economic development 
in Bellwood, Club 717 has opened at 717 Bell-
wood Avenue where the eatery and sports pub 

1     2018-19 Vehicle Stickers on Sale

2     Groundhog Day
            
5    Eisenhower Adult Fitness Free 
      Open House, 6:20 p.m.

12    Committee of the Whole, 3:30 p.m.

      

      
    

f e b r u a r y CALENDAR 

14    Valentine’s Day 

19*   Presidents’ Day

21     Village Board Meeting, 6 p.m.

25    Annual Black History Month 
       Celebration, Eisenhower Center, 4-6 p.m.

*Village Hall Closed

                 

PLEASE
RECYCLE!

Adult undergraduate, graduate and doctoral degrees in a variety of 
disciplines, including business, education and health care.

Undergraduate Accelerated Degree Programs 
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Management

Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Organizational Leadership
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Criminal Justice 

Graduate Degree Programs
18-month MBA 

For more information, contact 
Christina Kyres at  (630) 829-6329 

ckyres@ben.edu 

Programs and formats are designed for the adult learner in a caring and supportive 
environment enriched with the Benedictine Hallmarks that set us apart.

Recently named among the top 20 percent of schools nationally for best return on investment, according to 
the 2016 PayScale Inc. ROI Report for colleges with the best value. 

For more information, contact Christina 
at (630) 829-6329 or ckyres@ben.edu

Degrees Designed for Working Adults

Cohorts Now Forming Nearby!

Show people that 
you love them this 
month by sign-
ing up for a CPR 

course with the Bellwood Fire Department. 
Call (708) 547-3525 for more information.

New Business Opens 
in Bellwood

Continuing the 
pace of economic 
development in 
Bellwood, Club 
717 has opened 
at 717 Bellwood 
Avenue where the 
eatery and sports 
pub is offering patrons a full menu, drinks, 
gaming and an outdoor beer garden.

Customers can expect an adult destination featuring live 
music and large-screen TVs. “The Village of Bellwood is 
proud to attract high-quality businesses, and Club 717 
has very successful business owners that will make a nice 
addition to the area,” said Peter Tsiolis, the village’s 
economic development director.

Save The Date for Scholarship 
Fund Walkathon

Mark your calendar and plan to participate on 
April 14 in the 3rd Annual Bellwood Neighbor-
hood Watch Scholarship Fund Walkathon indoors 
at The Center in Stevenson Park.

Help support a brighter 
future for college-bound 
Bellwood students. 
Walkers can view health 
and nutritional related 
materials, receive a chair 
massage, and participate in 
raffles – all in the name of 
an excellent cause.


