
Bellwood Mayor Andre Harvey shared his vision for the 
village during his remarks on May 4 at the Bellwood 
Chamber of Commerce’s “Breakfast With The Mayor” 
event at the Bellwood Village Hall.

More than 100 businessmen and women, and Bellwood residents 
attended, and enjoyed breakfast catered by Earlene Dobson and her 
Bellwood business, Symone’s Catering. Among the local businesses 
represented were KraftKare Automotive, ComEd, Triton College, Urban 
Partnership Bank, MECA School and others. Guests also heard from the 
mayor’s  special guests Rep. Chris Welch (7th Dist.) and County 
Commissioner Richard Boykin (1st Dist.).

Mayor Harvey shared his personal story of starting as a troubled teenager 
with a mentor who guided him to become  a productive citizen. He is 
working to encourage businesses to move to Bellwood’s high-traffic 
commercial arteries of St. Charles Road, 25th Avenue and Mannheim 
Road. The mayor noted that new business development continues, 
including a Thornton’s gas station that is projected to generate about 
$300,000 in revenue to the village.

“We want to keep Bellwood residents’ taxes as flat as possible,” Harvey 
said. “I already told my team I don’t want to raise taxes. I can’t raise 
taxes. That’s not what we want to do. We don’t want to get run out of 
town already.”

During my first month in office, I have made 
it a priority to continue doing what I always 
have done in my past roles as public safety 
director and fire chief: that is stay visibly 
connected to our residents and business 
owners throughout the village.
 
It has always been important for me to strike 
a balance between managing budgets, creating 
and executing policies, proudly representing 
Bellwood, working with our department heads 
and seeing firsthand what goes on in the vil-
lage. Connecting with our residents always 
will be a priority for me, and as you will read 
in this issue of the Update, I am working to set 
a tone for my administration.
 
For example, it was both productive and en-
joyable to meet with residents during the June 
3 “Meet The Mayor” event at the Village Hall 
and to meet with students at Lincoln and Roo-
sevelt schools during their Career Day. Our 
business community came out in force to the 
Bellwood Chamber of Commerce’s breakfast 
event where I listened closely and shared in-
formation about my plans for the village.
 
Finally, on another note, this month we have 
introduced a fresh new design to the monthly 
Update newsletter, which will continue to be 
an important resource for my administra-
tion to share important announcements with 
residents, and to highlight the spirit of com-
munity that makes Bellwood an ideal place to 
raise your family.
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(708) 547-3520
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Mayor Harvey 

Encourages Students 
at Career Day

Career Day at Lincoln Elementary School 
allowed Bellwood students and staff to 
showcase their talent and gain exposure to 

local professionals and entrepreneurs. With an emphasis on male speakers, 
a number of influential, positive male role models addressed the students, 
including Bellwood Mayor Harvey, Ferrara Candy Company Plant Manager 
Chris Fewles, Borg Warner Engineer Manager Rainaldo Shipps, Bellwood 
Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Arnie Brown and Bellwood Building 
Commissioner Charles Brooks. 

Three Bellwood firefighters provided 
special insight during their shifts on 
April 27 when they were joined by 
their teenage daughters during Take 
Your  Daughters and Sons To 
Work Day.

The young ladies learned how to use a fire hose, 
air pack and cook. Participating firefighters and 
their daughters were (from left) Lt. Mike Koechle 
and Grace; firefighter Marrio Golden and Amar-
ria; and firefighter Adam Brand and Kaydence.

Fire Department Hosts 

Take Your Daughter 
To Work Day

New Brighter Streetlights 

Coming to Bellwood

Between now and August 1, residents wil begin 
to see brighter streets and sidewalks when 
Bellwood begins to replace more than 1,500 
village-owned street lights in town. Marty 
Walker, director of the Bellwood Public Works 
Department, said that the current yellow non-
energy efficient high pressure sodium street 
lights will be replaced with brighter white energy 
efficient LED Cobra Head Street Lights. The new 
lights are expected to save $405,000 in energy 
costs over the next 10 years.

Also participating were author Sophia Brown of the Bellwood Library and  Rose Mason, park and 
recreation specialist.



Secretary of State’s 

Office Visits Bellwood

Bellwood hosted the Secretary of State Mobile unit on April 10 where residents could 
access several services, including driver’s license corrections, renewal or duplication; 
commercial driver’s license renewal or duplication; ID cards; vision and written tests; 
organ/tissue donor registration; and purchase vehicle stickers for cars and pickup trucks.

Meet VillageTrustee 
Jophelia F. Boston

Bellwood Trustee Jophelia Boston 
was born and raised in a small, 
family-oriented community in 
Arkansas, which is what attracted 
her to Bellwood.  After visiting 
family in the village for several 
years, she and her family moved 
to Bellwood in 1998.

Trustee Boston started her community volunteerism with youth groups Bellwood Safe 
Haven and Peer Group. She has also actively participated in the Bellwood Family Day 
Picnic, Bellwood Seniors Ball (formerly Seniors Prom), Bellwood Food Giveaway, Bell-
wood Breakfast With Santa and the annual Black History Month program. 

Prior to becoming a trustee, she served as a Bellwood Planning commissioner for 14 
years, and now serves as a chairwoman of the Community Development Committee. 
Trustee Boston attended Arkansas Tech University and has been employed by Georg 
Fischer Corporation for 19 years in the finance department and as a Franklin Covey 7 
Habits Facilitator. She has been married to Bellwood Community Resource Director 
and Village Photographer Johnny Boston Sr. for 31 years; they have two children: Ka-
miele Boston Maynie and Johnny Boston Jr.

I M P O R TA N T  R E M I N D E R :
Grass Must Not 
Exceed 6” In Height

Bellwood residents should be aware of the village or-
dinance which requires that every owner or occupant 
of real estate within the village shall cut the weeds and 
grass on his or her property and on the abutting park-
way at all such times as may be necessary so that such 
weeds and grass shall not exceed 6” in height.
 
Every owner or occupant of real estate within the 
village shall trim the bushes and shrubs on his or her 
property and on the abutting parkway at all such times 
as may be necessary to prevent the same from crossing 
property lines or obstructing the sidewalk, parkway, 
street or highway or otherwise become unsightly and 
unruly, as the same shall be determined by the Build-
ing Department.
 
If such owner neglects or refuses to cut such weeds or 
grass so that such weeds or grass exceed 6” in height, 
or fails to trim bushes and shrubs in accordance with 
the provisions of this sub-chapter, the village may cut 
the weeds or grass or trim the bushes and shrubs or 
authorize some person to do the same on behalf of the 
village. The village will provide lawn service for the 
property at the owner’s expense if the ordinance is not 
adhered to.



Sweet Times at 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

The Memorial Park District’s recreation depart-
ment hosted its annual Community Easter Egg 
Hunts on April 15 at Stevenson Park for more 
than 200 children up to age 8 who enjoyed a 
fun-filled race to stuff their baskets with candy-
filled eggs.

A few lucky egg hunters won milk chocolate bunnies and 
large Easter baskets filled with goodies. Special thanks to the 
Memorial Park recreation staff; photographer Johnny Bos-
ton; Bellwood trustees Ronald Nightengale and MC 
Robinson; and the student volunteers from Proviso Math 
and Science Academy, Proviso West and Roosevelt 
Middle School.

2    Hydrant Flushing Ends 

3    Meet The Mayor, 11 a.m., Village Hall 
      Community Room

10   Adventure Bay & Sharp Spray 
      Pool Open 
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12   Memorial Park Kiddie Kamp Starts 
      (Session 1 of 2) 

14   Stevenson Spray Park Opens
      Flag Day
      Village Board Meeting, 6 p.m.

21   Summer Begins 
           
          PLEASE

RECYCLE!


