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Energy efficiency (EE) workers are crucial to America’s workforce. EE jobs are everywhere – in rural, 
urban, and suburban communities.  
  
Investing in EE is a highly cost-effective way to improve the reliability of the electric grid, reduce harmful 
emissions, and make other renewable energy resources, such as solar and wind, more valuable. 
Efficiency measures also lower household energy bills while creating high-quality, local jobs that cannot be 
outsourced. 

 

82,592 
Total Jobs 

How do Illinois’s energy sectors compare? 
 Energy Efficiency is the largest energy sector in Illinois 

How is the EE industry growing in Illinois? 

 

TDS = Transmission, Distribution & Storage 
EPG = Electric Power Generation 
Nuclear = includes EPG & Fuels 
*Includes other energy subsectors such as corn ethanol, woody biomass, large hydropower, and others. 

Prior to 2020, the EE sector was growing steadily each year, but suffered heavy job losses in the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The EE industry has made a strong recovery, but job gains have been slower 
than in the U.S. workforce overall. As we invest in EE, a focus on workforce development is vital to 
ensure a strong efficiency industry for years to come. 

  
 
 

 

Nuclear, 
4,643 



2022 – Energy Efficiency Jobs in America Illinois   2 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EE construction 
workers comprise 

18% of Illinois’s 

construction workforce 

 15,349 
EE businesses in 

Illinois 

 

8% 
of Illinois 

EE workers are 

Veterans 

*Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning of higher than standard efficiency/renewable heating & cooling 
**Other such as energy audits, building certifications, and software services 

*Professional services include finance/accounting, architecture, engineering, R&D, etc. and other includes maintenance, 
and business and nonprofit organizations. 

 

What does EE look like in Illinois? 
 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

100 or more employees

20 to 99 employees

6 to 19 employees

1 to 5 employees

93.8% of IL EE Businesses Have Fewer 
Than 100 Employees

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Construction

Manufacturing & Trade

Professional Services & Other*

What type of work do energy efficiency firms do?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

ENERGY STAR
Appliances & Efficient Lighting

HVAC*

Building Materials & Insulation

Other**

What energy efficiency sectors employ the most workers?
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Weatherization 
Assistance Program:

2,633* units

weatherized in 2018, out 

of ~570,000 total low-
income households

4,054,850       
Illinois homes are due for 

energy tune-ups

(Non low-income families  
whose residences are 

20+ years old)

Potential to reduce
residential electricity 

consumption by 

18%

How is EE doing on diversity in Illinois? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Demographic data is critical to measure progress in the EE industry. In striving for more diversity in EE jobs, we can 

create a stronger industry that better meets the needs of all U.S. residents. Promoting diversity in hiring is key to 

maintaining a future workforce of qualified professionals and ensuring all Illinois communities are represented in the 

EE sector. 

 

Illinois’s EE Potential 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) only includes two genders in their 
survey. Non-binary gender data is missing from this document due to this limitation. 

The EE industry needs to 

do more to prioritize 

minorities and women for 

training and support that 

enables access to 

employment at EE 

businesses. 

 

Decades of work ready for Illinois’s growing energy efficiency workforce. 

 

 

 

*Includes non-Hispanic and Hispanic whites. 

*National Association for State community Services Programs (NASCSP) Weatherization Assistance Program Annual Funding Survey 
Source: E4TheFuture/BW Research retrofit analysis, July 2021, U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts and State and Local Planning for Energy 
(SLOPE) Platform 
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W H I TE * A S I A N B L A C K O T H E R H I S P A N I C

I l l inois EE Industry by 
Race and Ethnicity

Entire Workforce EE Industry
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Metropolitan Areas 

  

Area Jobs  Area Jobs  

Bloomington-Normal 839 Kankakee-Bradley 552 

Cape Girardeau-Jackson 38 Peoria 2,362 

Champaign-Urbana 1,287 Rockford 2,080 

Chicago-Naperville-Joliet 58,208 Springfield 1,658 

Danville 458 St. Louis 4,353 

Davenport-Moline-Rock 
Island 

1,199 Rural 8,921 

Decatur 635     
 
 
 
 
 

 Energy Efficiency Jobs are Everywhere 

 
 
 EE Jobs by County 
 
 
 
 
 

100% 
of Illinois counties 

have energy 
efficiency workers 
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Jobs by County 

  

County Jobs  County Jobs  County Jobs  County Jobs 

Adams County 364 Ford County 47 Livingston County 165 Randolph County 128 

Alexander County <10 Franklin County 86 Logan County 259 Richland County 46 

Bond County 109 Fulton County 79 McDonough County 133 Rock Island County 702 

Boone County 222 Gallatin County <10 McHenry County 1,498 St. Clair County 1,283 

Brown County 36 Greene County 17 McLean County 711 Saline County 97 

Bureau County 85 Grundy County 304 Macon County 646 Sangamon County 1,138 

Calhoun County <10 Hamilton County <10 Macoupin County 107 Schuyler County 22 

Carroll County 70 Hancock County 34 Madison County 1,539 Scott County 21 

Cass County 25 Hardin County <10 Marion County 122 Shelby County 46 

Champaign County 959 Henderson County <10 Marshall County 26 Stark County 39 

Christian County 65 Henry County 193 Mason County 17 Stephenson County 343 

Clark County 34 Iroquois County 91 Massac County 19 Tazewell County 814 

Clay County 30 Jackson County 241 Menard County 35 Union County 23 

Clinton County 236 Jasper County 19 Mercer County 25 Vermilion County 172 

Coles County 223 Jefferson County 142 Monroe County 105 Wabash County 39 

Cook County 38,805 Jersey County 65 Montgomery County 94 Warren County 39 

Crawford County 96 Jo Daviess County 142 Morgan County 127 Washington County 379 

Cumberland County 97 Johnson County 16 Moultrie County 58 Wayne County 27 

DeKalb County 337 Kane County 2,713 Ogle County 188 White County 37 

De Witt County 73 Kankakee County 373 Peoria County 1,324 Whiteside County 243 

Douglas County 111 Kendall County 318 Perry County 34 Will County 3,204 

DuPage County 9,292 Knox County 127 Piatt County 32 Williamson County 620 

Edgar County 40 Lake County 4,238 Pike County 35 Winnebago County 1,300 

Edwards County 303 La Salle County 390 Pope County <10 Woodford County 163 

Effingham County 310 Lawrence County 20 Pulaski County 30 N/A 2,483 

Fayette County 52 Lee County 133 Putnam County 51   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
E4TheFuture is dedicated to bringing clean, efficient energy home for every American and promotes energy 
solutions to advance climate protection and economic fairness. Visit www.E4TheFuture.org. 

 

E2 is a national, nonpartisan group of business leaders, investors and others who advocate for smart policies that 
are good for the environment and good for the economy. Visit www.e2.org. 

 

BW Research Partnership is a full-service, economic and workforce research consulting firm with offices in 
Carlsbad, California and Wrentham, Massachusetts. It is the nation’s leading provider of accurate, comprehensive 
energy and clean energy research studies. Visit www.bwresearch.com.  

 
 
Data Source: Unless otherwise stated, all data are from the U.S. Energy and Employment Report, June 2022, by the U.S. Department of Energy (see 

Appendix C for methodology details). This methodology -- adopted by the U.S. Dept. of Energy for its 2017 U.S. Energy and Employment Report, 

approved by the Office of Management and Budget and grounded on data collected by the Bureau of Labor Statistics -- provides the broadly accepted 

best accounting of all U.S. energy workers. 

For questions on E4TheFuture analyses please email: policy@e4thefuture.org.  


