VILLAGE OF BELLWOOD
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
January 9, 2023

The Village of Bellwood conducted a Committee of the Whole meeting on Monday, January 9, 2023, at
3:30p.m. in the Village Board Room at 3200 Washington Boulevard, Bellwood, IL. 60104-1984.

Call to Order
The Committee of the Whole meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Bellwood was called to

order by Mayor Harvey at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, January 9, 2023.

Roll Call

Those in attendance were Mayor Harvey, Clerk Janel Moreland, Trustees Ciavattone, Boston,
Holman, Robinson, Delgado, Nightengale, Willie Norfleet (Finance), Attorney Michael Castaldo.

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Approve Minutes of last Committee of a Whole Meeting
3. Approve Agenda for Committee of a Whole Meeting
4

Trustee Committee Reports
Public Works — Trustee Ciavattone, Chairman; Trustee Delgado, Member

a
b. Community Development — Trustee Boston, Chairman; Trustee Robinson, Member
c. Quality of Life - Trustee Holman, Chairman; Trustee Boston, Member
d. Administration — Trustee Robinson, Chairman; Trustee Ciavattone
e. Public Safety — Trustee Delgado, Chairman: Trustee Nightengale, Member
f. Finance — Trustee Nightengale, Chairman; Trustee Holman, Member
g. Ad Hoc Committees — Traffic Safety
Department Head Reports
a. Economic Development
i.  Capital Project
ii. Developmental Projects

b. Finance Director/Comptroller

i.  Utility Collection Billing and collection Status

ii. Payments of Bills

iii. Review of Revenue and Investments

iv. Inventory

v. Bidding
Police Department — Police Chief
Fire Department — Fire Chief
Director of Public Works
i.  Street Department
il. Water Department
Village Engineer
Building Commissioner
Director of Human Resources
Village Attorney/Corporation Counsel
i.  Litigation (item to be reported on in executive session if required)
ii. Contract negotiations (item to be reported on in executive session if required), and
iii. Pending legal matters.
6. Clerk’s Report — Per Mayor Harvey & Attorney Castaldo, removed from agenda.
7. Mayor’s Report
8. New Business — Discussion/Agenda Items for upcoming board meeting
9. Unfinished Business
10.  Public Comment
11.  Adjournment
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Approval of Agenda
Mayor Harvey requested a motion to approve the agenda for the January 9, 2023, COW meeting. Trustee

Ciavattone made a motion and Trustee Boston seconded to accept the agenda of the regular COW meeting.
Upon a voice vote, the motion carried unanimously.




Approval of Minutes:
Mayor Harvey requested a motion to approve the minutes of the December 12, 2022, regular COW

meeting. Trustee Robinson made a motion and Trustee Delgado seconded to accept the minutes of the last
regular COW meeting. Upon a voice vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports
Trustee Ciavattone: regular report

Trustee Boston: regular report
Trustee Holman: regular report
Trustee Robinson: regular report
Trustee Delgado: regular report
Trustee Nightengale: regular report
Ad Hoc: no report

Department Head Reports

Economic Development
Peter Tsolis reported the following:

i Talks with developers for the development of St. Charles Road. When the vision and concept

become more tangible, he will present it to the board for the new downtown St. Charles Road.

ii.  Had some legislation in Springfield eyeing closely for the village and will bring the board up to
speed once it gets passed, hopefully soon.

iii. Met with two young gentlemen interested in investing in Bellwood. Extremely successful in
business and engineering.

iv.  Seeing development opportunities, we haven’t seen before. We will bring more opportunities as
they present themselves.

Finance Director/Comptroller
Willie Norfleet reported the following:

i.  Utility billing collection is stable. This November compared to last year, our billing is down
$126,000 that’s a fluctuation of usage. We’re going to close out pretty well.
ii.  Bill payment update to date. We’re doing well with everything being paid. We have a handful of
bills that are going to come in January which are from the month of December.
iii.  Review of revenue is equal to last year November. Year to date we’re down three to four million
doliars. That is due to the fees for the property taxes that we haven’t fully received from the
county and those are starting to come in. Projection is on target and doing well.

Police Department
Chief Allen was not in attendance and there was no report.

Fire Department

Chief Dombek reported the following:

i. Reported on some of the activities from the Fire Department from 2022.

ii. We had a total of four thousand two hundred eighty-six emergency response calls. That is the most
calls in the department history. Thirty-two structure fires, which includes mutual aid. This is
greater alarm fires in and out of town. We have agreements with surrounding towns (Maywood,
Hillside, and Broadview) to assist with fires.

Director of Public Works

The mayor reported the following in the absence of Marty Walker:

i. The street department will be doing Christmas tree pick up for another week up until the 27%,
ii.  We are still doing tree trimming and filling potholes.

iii. We are going to start in the street department our meter replacement program. We are going to test a
number of meters first about 20-25 will be put in first to make sure the system is working, then will
finish the entire village. The contractors said it’s going to be a relatively quick process changing all
meters in the village of Bellwood to Smart Meters. We’ll have more accurate count of water usage
and will be able to notify residents if there’s a leak or something going on. It’ll make for easier
readings because it will be computerized.



Village Engineer
Chuck Hodges from Hancock Engineering was not in attendance and there was no report.

Building Commissioner
Selena Martinez reported the following in Jim Stock absence:

i The Buxldmg Department we have the Addison Creek Project the contracts are out to bid and bid
opening is January 24, 2023, MWRD expects to work to start in late spring.
il. The mayor also reported the Senior Apartment complex is moving along. They are on the third floor
working on completing the fourth floor. They’re projecting to be completed in August 2023.
ifi. 1040 25% Quik Trip moving along. Their projection completion date, which I think is wrong, will be
March 2023.

Director of Human Resources
Tonita LeShore reported the following.
i.  The vehicle stickers have come in and will be going on sale soon.
ii.  As it pertains to the calendar 2023 unfortunately you haven’t received it yet. It’s an eighty-four-
page calendar and several businesses wanted to input ads. You should be getting that soon.
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Mike Sabel reported the following:
i.  Asoflast year, we did one hundred thirty-eight calls, planned events and emergency calls.
ii. We also picked up one more new member. Waiting on their background check.

Village Clerk - The Village Clerk Report has been removed from the COW Agenda and the Clerk was not
asked to report.

Mayor
Mayor Harvey reported the following:
i. We had Christmas in Proviso gave to about one hundred families. There were fourteen entities that
participated.
ii.  Partner with Amazon Fresh for Christmas and we gave close to one hundred families received
$150 food shopping spree in Forest Park.

New Businesses
Attorney Castaldo reported the following:
A few items to report on.
i.  Joint Handling Agreement we approve annually for handling calls that come into our 911 dispatch.
This is one of our previously approved agreements.

ii. Today, we have a special board meeting immediately following at 3:45pm to approve the contract
for 130 49™, This property was previously approved for disposition. Twice approved contracts for
the purchase of the property. Those deals did not move forward. We relisted and received a new
cash offer for $405,000 and they want to close as soon as possible.

iii.  Another item received late last week that will appear on the agenda next week. Is a resolution in
support of the Illinois Municipal League and various villages throughout the state. Their request
through legislation and governor’s office to support the increment financing.

Unfinished Business
None.

Public Comment

Mayor Harvey requested a motion to open the floor for Public Comment. Trustee Nightengale made a
motion and Trustee Delgado seconded to open the floor for public comment.

All Trustees were in favor to open the floor. Upon a voice vote, the motion carried unanimously. Mayor
Harvey declared the floor for public comment open.

Madeline MaGee — I want to thank you for mentioning the water meters installation. Also, Peter
mentioned a few people that wanted to open businesses in the Bellwood area. Have you all asked the
residents what they want in their village? Find out what the residents want and need because you’re selling
$400k homes but we still don’t have a grocery store. You have QT and Thorntons across the street. We
don’t need any more gas stations.



Mayor Harvey asked for a motion to close the floor for Public Comment. Trustee Ciavattone made a
motion and Trustee Holman seconded to close the floor for public comment.

All Trustees were in favor to close the floor. Upon a voice vote, the motion carried unanimously. Mayor
Harvey declared the floor for public comment closed.

Public Comment/Question addressed:

Mayor - Peter said that there were some investors that came to sit down with the village to talk about what
the village need and want. Every time Peter sits down, he says we need a grocery store. The people decide
what they want to invest here in the village. Peter Tsiolis — For the record we do have a grocery store and
it’s called Aldis. Mayor — I know. MaGee — That’s not a grocery store. Aldis has been around for awhile
what they consider a stock up store. They don’t consider themselves a grocery store. They’re trying to
come into that avenue but it’s not a grocery store. Attorney Castaldo — The point of public comment is
public comment not, questions and answers. I’'m the one that suggested to the mayor and board to open and
close the floor to public comment because it’s a misconception that anybody from the floor can speak at
any time. Board meeting is to discuss business. COW is department heads reporting to the board and then
this board report to the residents. It’s a public meeting and residents are welcome to sit in. Public comment
is for the floor to step up and make comments not required to answer anything. The board, mayor, staff
after public comment is closed would like to respond answer your questions, that’s permissible as well. I
don’t want to continue down this road of having a dialogue. Answer the question and lets move on. This is
not for Q&A. This is for the board to hear the comments and respond when they want to respond. Peter
Tsiolis — Can we correct the record if needed. Attorney Castaldo — yes and move on. MaGee — When will
the residents know what’s going on? Castaldo — Everything that is done is done in an open meeting. Since
2010 we worked extremely hard to make sure everything is on the agenda. Everything is done for the
public to view. If you have a question, you can answer during public comment. If the board wants to
respond they can do that after the floor is closed or after the meeting. That same question regarding a
grocery store has been asked for years. Save A Lot grocery store was here and was open for a couple of
years. They had to ask for additional tax relief because they couldn’t afford to keep their doors open
because no one was patronizing their grocery store. Peter and his team do a great job and try to bring in
various establishments but they need to be patronized. I’'m sure they will try to get another grocery store in
town but it’s a destination that they have to want to locate to Bellwood. Peter Tsiolis — Between 1998-2010
there was no grocery store then, since then there’s been a lot of development. Grocery stores, requires 60k
square feet which is about 7-10 acres. I don’t know any site in Bellwood that’s 7-10 acres that a grocery
store can go into. You would have to tear down homes. Grocery stores go where they want to go. There is a
limitation of space in Bellwood. There is no place to build a Mariano’s in Bellwood as a stand-alone. There
are grocery stores all around Bellwood within 5 square miles radius, not every town has a grocery store.
We try to get stores and restaurants. It’s a not of matter of what we want to see but the public. We
constantly ask they public what they want, People say they want a Gibson, we’re not going to get a Gibson
but we’re still going to ask. We’re getting a brand new Aldis, towns wish they can keep them. MaGee —
Castaldo, I will continue to ask questions. If T don’t ask, I don’t know because you all don’t give that
information out. Mayor — We have told you time and time again that you can come into the mayor’s office
or call we will answer any questions you have. With that open door policy, you can get any questions you
want ask.

Adjournment
Mayor Harvey requested a motion to adjourn the Committee of The Whole. Motion made by Trustee

Holman seconded by Trustee Boston to adjourn the meeting. Upon a voice vote, the motion carried
unanimously. Mayor Harvey declared the meeting adjourned, with no further business to come before this
Board, this meeting stands adjourned at 4:01p.m.

Respegtfully submitted,

Janel Moreland
Village Clerk



